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Health professionals’ beliefs about domestic abuse and the issue of
disclosure: a critical incident technique study
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[Leventhal’s Common Sense Model

Table 1 Interpretation of Common Sense Model applied in this study

Domain Original understandings Interpretations in this study

ldentity The label given to a condition Identification and recognition of domestic abuse

Cause ldeas about perceived causes The context in which domestic abuse occurs

Timeline Beliefs about how long the condition will last  Temporal aspects of domestic abuse, such as the ‘rght time’

Curability/controllability  Beliets about the extent to which a
condition can be cured

Conseguences Perceptions regarding the
consequences and impact of a condition

for routine enquiry and disclosure

Where the responsibility lies for disclosure

and subsequent response

Consequences of domestic abuse for women; their children
and health professionals
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Domestne abuse awareness and recognition among primary healtheare
professionals and abused women: a qualitative invesogation
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The Johart Window

Aware

Open Area
Asware
Both womah ahd heagith
professional recognise D4
Professional
Hidden Area
LInaware

Waman recoghlizes 04,
hegith professional does hot

#3

Waoman

LInaware

Blind Area

Heagith professional recoghises
04 put woman doesn't

#2

Unknown Area

Neither womah hot fhiealth
professional recaghise DA

#

UNIVERSITYOF
BIRMINGHAM



Domestic abuse as a transgressive practice: understanding
nurses’ responses through the lens of abjection

Caroling Bradbary-Jonss® FD M4 B2 and Julic Taylor’ D MEc BN
i L S of Mussry, Mighedivy o oo Wi, Linety of Sy, Mencimio: el o dey, MEYC D i Bk
Cormr, Ly o | ainfusg, Sdroupn, U

. Bbsbract Domestic abuse is o workdwide public health izsue with kangterm health
and sodal consequences Nurses play a key rale in recognizing and
responding i domestic abuse. Yel there & considerable evidenoe that
their responses are oflen inappropriate and unhelphul, such astrivialiring
ar ignoring the abuse. Empirical siudies have identified several ressons
why nurses’ responses are sometimes wanting, These include organina.-
tional constraints, e.g. lack of time and privacy; and interpe rsonal faciors
such as fear of offending women and lack of confidence. We proposs,
howewer, that these fctors present only a partial explanation I awing on
the work of Julia Kristeva, we suggest that aliernative undersiandings
may be derived through applying the concept of abjection. Abjectionisa
psychological defence against any threat (the abject) to the clean and
proper self that resul s in rejection of the abject. Using examples from our
awn domestic abuse research, we contend that exposure of nurses 1o the
harror af domestic abuse evokes astate of abjection. Domestic abuse {the
abject) transgresses established social boundaries of clean and proper.
Thus when exposed to patients’ and diznts” experiences of it, some numses
subcansciously reject domestic abuse as o possibilily {abjection). They do
this ko prodect themsebves From the borror of the ad, bul in so doing,
render hemselves unable b formulate approprisle responses Rather
than understanding the practice of some numses as wilfully neglectful or
ignorant, we argue that through a stale of abjection, they are powerless Lo
arl. This does not refule existing evidence ohoul nurses” respoases Lo
domestic shuse. Eather, o5 a relatively unknown concept in nursing,
ahjection provides on additional explanaiory layer thal aconwnts for why
same nurses respand the way they da Crucially, it elecidates the nesd for
murses 1o be supported emotionally when faced with the tramgressive
practice of dbuse.

Keywordy: ahjection, disgust, domestic abuse, horror, nursing, responses.
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Julia Kristeva’s Abjection
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Andersen’s Model of Health Care Utilisation
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Development of a practice framework for improving nurses” responses
to intimate partner violence
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Developing a Theory of Change

Principal needs of women

Key requirements for health

professionals

Practice Outcomes Public

MNaming the abuse

Access to appropriate domestic
abuse education and training

Enhanced understandings of domestic

Increased confidence in recognising

Increased rates of domestic abuse referral and reduction in

domestic abuse rates
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Applying a long term conditions framework
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‘Research on
children’s
experiences is often
reported from the
adult's perspective’

“Young pecple were
critical of a lack of
support on return and
a lack of boundaries’

UNIVERSITYOF
BIRMINGHAM



Children and co-researchers — ‘they put
ketchup 1n my shoes’
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The Focused Mapping Review and
Synthesis: A new way of reviewing literature
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Possible limitations of hybridity: A
eopiger? Tiopard?
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